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Your Excellency,

Dear Mr. Federal President,

Once again, at the beginning of the New Year, the members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Republic of Austria consider it a special honour and a privilege to respectfully extend their best and most sincere wishes to you, Mr. Federal President, for each and every day of the year. All of us, the Ambassadors representing the Heads of State and the Governments of their Countries in Vienna, wish you and the Austrian people God’s Blessings, peace, success, happiness, health and prosperity for the year 2011!
Mr. Federal President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

A series of events over the past twelve months has given many of us cause for reflection and concern. All over the world, natural disasters and other severe accidents have reminded us painfully of the vulnerability of human life, regardless of the technological progress achieved. Examples that come to mind in this context include the destructive earthquake in Haiti a year ago as well as the mining accident in Chile and the impressive rescue operation for the miners, witnessed by people all over the world on their TV screens. Both events triggered an impressive wave of solidarity in almost all countries of the world. Care and empathy for the fate of our fellow human beings, even though we may live thousands of kilometres apart, are essential elements in the dynamics of the family of humankind, which never is and never must be a place for indifference.
It is, however, part of the tragic side of world history that so much misery and suffering, so many conflicts and disasters are man-made. These negative events are all due to the selfishness of individuals or groups of individuals, to the lack of respect for others and the disregard for the inalienable dignity and freedom of the human being. To an alarming extent, we are witnessing persecution and discrimination, heinous acts of violence, hate crimes spawned by religious intolerance. These phenomena trouble and endanger the peace our world needs so badly, the peace people everywhere are longing for. In his New Year’s Message on January 1st, Pope Benedict XVI most aptly emphasised the fact that freedom of religion, enshrined in the dignity of the human being, is one way to peace. “The transcendent dignity of the person is an essential value of Judeo-Christian wisdom, yet thanks to the use of reason, it can be recognised by all. This dignity…must be acknowledged as a universal good, indispensable for the building of a society directed to human fulfilment. Respect for essential elements of human dignity, such as the right to life and the right to religious freedom, is a condition for the moral legitimacy of every social and legal norm.” (Message on the occasion of the 2011 World Day of Peace, No.2).
Ladies and Gentlemen,
During the past year, Austria has, once again, distinguished itself through its commitment to human rights. With gratitude do we take note of the highly laudable initiative for the protection of religious freedom and religious minorities and the related statement made by Federal Minister Michael Spindelegger, proposing that “the new European External Action Service should also keep an eye on the situation of religious freedom worldwide and submit regular reports on this subject to the EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs” (OTS01252010-12-10). The fact that Austria regards it as a “moral and legal duty to stand up for human rights” qualifies the political life of this magnificent country with its rich Christian and humanistic tradition and its history in the heart of Europe. Hence, it follows logical​ly that Austria, during its third mandate in the Security Council of the United Nations, which was marked by a great deal of hard work, has left a “trace of humanity” (Wiener Zeitung of 31st December 2010, p.12).
Dear Colleagues of the Diplomatic Corps,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The pioneering and constructive attitude of Austria’s diplomacy and foreign policy is reflected in the noteworthy statements made by the Federal President at the Security Council Summit last September in New York and at the OSCE Summit in early December 2010 in Astana: Democracy, human rights (including religious freedom) and the rule of law “as the basic pillars of a community of values” are indeed “the essential prerequisites for peace, security, development and prosperity”. In our role as diplomats, we wish to thank you, Mr. Federal President, for your clear words and for Austria’s consistent pursuit of a policy of peace in Europe and throughout the world!

Speaking on behalf of my colleagues and in my own name, I should like to use this occasion to thank you once again for the support we are receiving from the Republic of Austria and its authorities, in  particular the Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs,  in the exercise of our mission.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the beginning of this New Year, we all share the wish for peace, happiness and prosperity.

Let me therefore extend

· to you, highly esteemed Mr. Federal President, your wife and your family,

· to the very distinguished Federal Minister for European and International Affairs and his staff,

· and to all Austrians

our very best and sincere wishes for a blessed, peaceful and happy Year 2011.

Thank you very much! 
www.nuntiatur.at
