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Your Excellency,

Dear Mr. Federal President,

This is the third time that I enjoy at the Hofburg the particular honour and privilege to respectfully extend to you, Mr. Federal President, the heartfelt best wishes of the members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Republic of Austria, in a spirit of highest esteem and appreciation. As the Ambassadors representing the Heads of State and Government of their countries here in the capital city Vienna, my colleagues and I would like cordially to wish you and the entire Austrian people the Blessings of God, peace, happiness and widespread, joyful prosperity for the year 2012!

Mr. Federal President, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We human beings have the recurrent opportunity to make time our mentor for the future. By this token, looking back on the year 2011 gives us pause for thought and enables us to gain insights and draw lessons from past events which will help us meet the challenges that await us. Natural disasters, sometimes in conjunction with human and political failure, have negatively affected the lives of many people in the last year. The limits of humankind, the limits of its scientific and technical skills and also its inherent vulnerability have become apparent again over these past 12 months and have highlighted the need for active solidarity in the international community. Noble expectations went in part unfulfilled, reforms remained incomplete. Even while accompanied by great optimism, the so-called “Arab Spring” has not brought exclusively positive consequences for many people in a number of states, and the justified yearning there for freedom, security and well-being among their citizens has yet to be fulfilled.
The most important task that Governments have to face in the new year – which, as you yourself, Mr. Federal President, put it in your New Year's address, is “heralded with a sense of uncertainty and scepticism by many people” – is certainly the consolidation of peace which is always a fruit of justice and flows from active social kindness. In his message for the celebration of the World Day of Peace on 1st January, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI therefore focused particularly on the education of young people as regards justice and peace. According to the Holy Father, peace is “not merely a gift to be received: it is also a task to be undertaken. In order to be true peacemakers, we must educate ourselves in compassion, solidarity, working together, fraternity, … and [in being] concerned to raise awareness about national and international issues and the importance of seeking adequate mechanisms for the redistribution of wealth, the promotion of growth, cooperation for development and conflict resolution” (section 5). Entirely in the spirit of our shared conviction as members of the worldwide diplomatic family, the Pope never tires of reiterating that “peace is not a blessing already attained, but rather a goal to which each and all of us must aspire”. We are therefore united in our aspirations “to give our world a more humane and fraternal face”, and we share a common responsibility towards present and future young generations (cf. Message for World Day of Peace 2012, section. 6). In all this we must not forget that making the right use of freedom should be at the centre of promoting justice and peace. 

Mr. Federal President,

It is a pleasure for us diplomats accredited in Vienna to be able to work and serve in a country that is committed to such high aims. Albeit of relatively modest size today, Austria has nonetheless remained faithful to its great calling, a fact that becomes manifest in a variety of spheres at international level. In the past two years we already had opportunity to applaud Austria’s engagement as a non-permanent member in the work of the United Nations Security Council. At the end of 2011, Austria was elected to the UNESCO Executive Board. I would also like to make particular mention of Austria’s election, by a large majority, as a member of the UN Human Rights Council: once again this has illustrated the esteem in which the international community holds Austria’s foreign policy for its consistent commitment to the protection and enforcement of human rights in all parts of the world! This focal concern of Austria’s policies involves the active support of all measures and initiatives designed to protect people against religious intolerance and the condemnation of any violence against religious minorities. Human rights are inconceivable without genuine individual and corporate freedom of religion. Emphasising this fact seems indispensable in the light of various negative developments in recent months. The establishment of the International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue in Vienna is another illustration of Austria’s commitment. 

Distinguished Colleagues of the Diplomatic Corps,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The protection of the human rights, the freedom of the person and the right to physical and spiritual integrity are the values we are bound by. Their worldwide application is the ideal that fuels our work as diplomats. As a country in the heart of Central Europe, Austria draws fully from the spiritual wealth of this continent and is committed to the greatness of European culture. Any and all Euro-scepticism propagated notwithstanding, European citizens need to be re-enlightened about Europe, and its common cultural and humane heritage must be underscored as a source of strength for the future. Today, as the Vice-Chancellor and Federal Minister for European and International Affairs has stressed, Europe not only represents great freedoms which are not at all self-evident in other parts of the world, it also represents aspects that inspire a sense of security: it stands for stability, prosperity, sustainability and peace. Working towards the continuation and consolidation of these freedoms and values is and will remain the acknowledged goal of Austrian foreign policy. 

Dear Mr. Federal President,

At the beginning of this new year, let me assure you once more, on behalf of my colleagues in the Diplomatic Corps and in my own name, of our sincere and heartfelt gratitude for the support provided to us in the exercise of our mission by the Republic of Austria, and particularly by the Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs!

In conclusion let me extend 

- to you, highly esteemed Mr. Federal President, your wife and the entire staff of the Office of the Federal President,
- to the very distinguished Federal Minister for European and International Affairs and his staff,

- and to all Austrians

our very best and sincere wishes for a blessed, peaceful and happy Year 2012.

Thank you very much!

www.nuntiatur.at

