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Your Excellency, Mr. Federal President,
Three weeks ago, we bade farewell to the year 2013. We did so with gratitude, but also with a touch of sadness, considering how fast the time granted to us has passed. With great expectations did we step into the New Year, into a largely unknown future. Hope and confidence are our companions on the way, encouraging us not to lose sight of the noble objectives and ideals that guide our lives and our deeds. Let us be inspired by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, who prayed “Do not give me what I wish for, but what I need”.

Today, we have come together in the Hofburg’s Ceremonial Hall to present to you, Mr. Federal President, our best wishes for the coming year. Speaking on behalf of all the Ambassadors present, let me wish you, your wife and your family, your staff, the members of the new Austrian Federal Government, especially the Federal Minister for European and International Affairs and his staff, and the entire Austrian population God’s Blessings, peace, happiness and good health for the Year 2014.
I use this opportunity to express my special gratitude, also on behalf of all my colleagues, to the previous leadership team of the Ministry of European and International Affairs, whose mandates came to an end in 2013 and who had been our excellent and highly esteemed partners for a number of years: Federal Minister for European and International Affairs Dr. Michael Spindelegger, Under-Secretary of State Dr. Reinhold Lopatka and Secretary General Dr. Johannes Kyrle. Our sincere and heartfelt thanks go out to all of them for the support they have provided to us in the exercise of our mission.
I should like to wish to the new Federal Minister for European and International Affairs all the best for the high office that has been entrusted to him. I assure that for us the beginning of the year is marked by our wish for good cooperation with him and the new leadership team of the Federal Ministry of European and International Affairs, particularly with its new Secretary General, Dr. Michael Linhart, to whom we offer our warmest congratulations on the assumption of his new diplomatic task.
On behalf of all of us, let me also convey our best wishes to Ms. Barbara Prammer, President of the National Council, on the occasion of her birthday. 
Mr. Federal President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

For the entire community of states, 2013 was a year of extraordinary events, some giving rise to great hope, others a cause of shock and sadness.
Let me only mention a few of them: typhoon Haiyan destroying the livelihood of millions of people in the Philippines; the enormous losses caused by the one-hundred-year flood in Austria; the Boston marathon bombings, the train crashes in Santiago de Compostela and in Cairo, the refugee disaster of Lampedusa – these and other events left us all in deep shock. Great personalities have left us forever: I briefly want to mention at least two of them – former Polish civil rights activist Tadeusz Mazowiecki and Peace Nobel Laureate Nelson Mandela.

Other events – thank God for that – were of a happier nature: the Ski World Championship in Schladming, to which the Diplomatic Corps was invited by the Styrian Governor Franz Voves; the young royal couples in the Netherlands an in Belgium; the birth of baby Prince George in England; and, last but not least, the election of Pope Francis, who inspires the world with new hope.
At the same time, the international diplomacy found itself confronted with unexpected situations in 2013. Unfortunately, instead of old wars and crisis being resolved, new ones have broken out. 

Human rights violations are still all too frequent. It is with deep regret that we learn about religious minorities being oppressed – with Christians among the most severely persecuted communities worldwide. I thank the Federal Minister Kurz for the clear statement in support of the cause of Christians under duress, as “countries with a Christian tradition have the moral duty to address this issue openly”.
Among all the news regarding Austria, there was one which we as the diplomats accredited in Vienna have taken note of with special interest: For the first time, the United Nations General Assembly specifically dealt with the issue of nuclear disarmament at a high level, the objective being to advance towards a world free of nuclear weapons; and you, Mr. Federal President, were the only Western head of state invited to speak at the opening ceremony last September in New York. We take this as a token of appreciation for Austria’s long-standing and active commitment to a world without nuclear weapons. 
Our heartfelt thanks are due to the Austrian Government for hosting the 5th Global Forum of the “UN Alliance of Civilizations” in Vienna in February 2013, an event attended by a number of heads of states and governments and ministers. One of the outcomes of the conference is the “Vienna Declaration” for the advancement of cross-cultural and inter-religious dialogue. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In your traditional New Year’s Address, you, Mr. Federal President, reminded us of the fact that several historical events will be commemorated this year: the beginning of the First World War one hundred years ago, the outbreak of the Second World War 75 years ago, and the fall of the Iron Curtain 25 years ago. You were absolutely right in saying that these events “will provide an occasion for us to look into our history and the lessons it teaches us”. In this context, I may recall that 28th January, just a few days from now, will be the 1200th anniversary of the death of Emperor Charlemagne. Every year, the Charlemagne Prize is awarded in Aachen for special merits for the cause of European unity. 

As I have been informed, the 65th anniversary of the foundation of the Council of Europe is to be celebrated in Vienna on 5th and 6th May through a large-scale Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs. And there is another historical date of particular interest for us as diplomats: 200 years ago, the Vienna Congress (1814/1815) set out to redefine the borders of Europe after the downfall of Napoleon. So, we have every reason to look forward to the year 2014. 
In this spirit of trust and confidence, we, the Ambassadors accredited in Vienna, respectfully extend to all of you our very best and sincere wishes for a blessed, peaceful and happy Year 2014.

Thank you very much!
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