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Your Excellency, Mr. Federal President,
200 years ago, the Vienna Congress was convened to establish a new order out of the chaos left behind after the political and military collapse of Napoleon’s rule. Among the outcomes of the Congress, there is one which is of special significance for Apostolic Nuncios – who have since held the position of Doyens of the Diplomatic Corps in many countries. Hence, I have the honour and the privilege to thank you, Mister Federal President, on behalf of all the Ambassadors gathered in the Hofburg’s Ceremonial Hall, for the invitation to the New Year’s Reception and to present to you our best wishes for the Year 2015. 

Permit me, also, to wish your wife and your family, your staff, the members of the Austrian Federal Government, especially Federal Minister Sebastian Kurz, present here today, and his staff at the Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs, who are supporting us in the exercise of our mission with energy and competence, as well as the entire Austrian population God’s Blessings, peace, happiness and good health for the New Year.
Mr. Federal President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As Hermann Hesse said, “A magic dwells in each beginning”, but there is always an element of mystery involved, as we move toward the unknown. The question arises again and again: Will things remain as they are, or will there be major changes? Our life and work as diplomats is governed by relationships and encounters, and we consider it our professional and personal responsibility to preserve and cherish such relationships and encounters.

Mr. Federal President, in your capacity as Head of State you visited numerous countries in the course of the past year, thus contributing to the promotion of peace, strengthening the development of good relations and, whenever necessary, recalling the importance of respecting and defending human rights. Last but not least, cooperation with the countries you visited has been deepened on the basis of mutual respect and solidarity. It makes me particularly happy that you visited the Vatican last year and invited Pope Francis to pay a visit to Austria. I very much hope that this visit will take place during your term of office.

Looking back to the year 2014, we cannot but note that it was a year of war and crises, a year of atrocities that have deeply shaken us all and spread fear all over the world. I refrain from elaborating any further.

Thank God, however, the year has also been marked by positive and gratifying developments: such as the Invocation for Peace in the Vatican, in which Israeli President Shimon Peres and Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas, the Holy Father Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomaios I participated; or the recent normalisation of relations between the United States of America and Cuba, to which the Holy See contributed to a significant extent. May this “culture of encounter” be emulated by many others! I take the award of the “Nobel Peace Prize” to Malala Yousafzai, the courageous young girl student from Pakistan, and to the Indian children’s rights activist Kailash Satyarthi as yet another extremely positive sign.

In 2015, Austria will commemorate two important events: Austria’s accession to the European Union 20 years ago, a “success story”, as underlined by the Federal Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor, and the signing of the Austrian State Treaty in 1955, sixty years ago, which restored Austria to freedom and sovereignty and declared the country’s neutrality.

Mr. Federal President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It was not only during the aforementioned Vienna Congress, but also – and even more so – after 1955, during the so-called Cold War, that Vienna served as a hub for contacts of any kind between East and West. As host to international organisations dealing with issues of security, renewable energy, development and dialogue, Austria plays an outstanding role in the international political arena. Austria’s contribution to the culture of encounter I referred to earlier is noteworthy indeed!

Mr. Federal President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In closing, I should like to quote the Greek philosopher Aristotle, who is reported to have said, “We cannot change the direction of the wind, but we can adjust the sails”. I take the philosopher’s wisdom as a call addressed to each and every one of us to assume responsibility for our own lives, not only for our own benefit, but also, and above all, for the benefit of society.

In this spirit, and speaking on behalf of all the Ambassadors accredited in Vienna, I respectfully extend to all of you our very best and sincere wishes for a happy, healthy, peaceful and successful Year 2015.
Thank you very much!
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